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After deliberation of the opposition division. 

• the chairman announced the following decision: 



"Account being taken of the amendments made by the patent proprietor during the opposition 
proceedings, the patent and the invention to which it relates are found to meet the requirements of the 
European Patent Convention. The currently valid documents are those according to the main request." 



The party/parties was/were informed that the minutes of the oral proceedings and a written reasoned decision 
(including an indication of the possibility of appeal) will be notified to him/lhem as soon as possible. 



The chairman closed the oral proceedings on 12.12.2002 at 14:50 hours. 



Annex(es): 

first and second auxiliary requests; copy of figure 2 of D5 
Opponent authorisation; claim 1 
Form 2339.4 
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1 . The Chairman opened the proceedings and asked the parties to confirm their 
requests. 

2. According to rule 1 01 (8) EPC the European Patent Attorney Mr. Matthias Wagner 
was appointed as additional representative for the Opponent and a corresponding 
authorisation was filed (attached). 

3 The Opponent confirmed his request for revocation of the patent in its entirety and 
the Patentee confirmed his main request for maintenance of the patent In 
unamended form and his three auxiliary requests filed with letter of 11th 
November 2002. 

4. The issue of Novelty with respect to the subject-matter of claim 1 of the main 
request was discussed. 

5. The Opponent referred to document WO-A-93/09727 {D9) and cited page 1 0, line 
20 ff., page 17, line 31 -page 18. line 3, page 16, line 27 ff., page 8, line 32 ff. and 
examples 1 and 6 of said document. Besides, the opponent referred to following 
passages of the opposed patent: page 7, §3, lines 21-26. page 3. §8. page 5, §21, 
page 13, §68, lines 54-56 and example 6. The opponent compared, in particular, 
examples 1 and 6 of document D9 with example 6 of the opposed patent. 

6. The chairman asked the Patentee if the embodiments described by figures 1 -3 
and 10-11. fall under the scope of claim 1 . The Patentee answered that those 
embodiments do not disclose the subject-matter of claim 1 . 

7. After an interruption for deliberation the Chairman announced that the subject- 
matter of claim 1 was not regarded as being new with respect to the disclosure of 
document D9. 

8. The Patentee asked for a break for amending claim 1 of the opposed patent with 
respect to document D9. which was granted to him for 30 minutes. He then 
submitted new first and second auxiliary requests that replaced the three auxiliary 
requests filed with letter of 1 1 th November 2002. 

9. The Opponent mentioned that for formal reasons, the filter of claim 1 not being 
explicitly mentioned in document D9, the novelty of claim 1 of the auxiliary request 
with respect to D9 was not objected. However, he expressed the comment that 
pumps like the one of D9 usually have filters. 

1 0. The Chairman asked the Opponent if an objection under article 1 23(2) EPC was 
to be made with respect to the first auxiliary request whereupon he answered that 
he did not wish to make any objection to that respect. 

1 1 . Further, the Chairman asked if novelty was objected and the Opponent confirmed 
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it was not and that the question of inventive step would be addressed. 

1 2. The Opponent cited document US-A-22 80 91 5 (D5) as being the closest prior art 
and referred especially to following passages: page 1, left column, lines 1-15, 
page 1, right column, lines 12-14 and lines 30-34. page 2, left column, line 38 ff. 
and lines 54-66 and figure 3. Besides, he mentioned that to use a vacuum pump 
was a matter of common knowledge and referred to document US-A-49 69 880 
(D1), column 4, lines 41-49. Therefore, according to the Opponent, the subject- 
matter of claim 1 essentially differs from the disclosure of document D5 in that the 
appliance further comprises a filter for preventing the pump from venting micro- 
organisms aspirated from the wound. The latter feature being a matter of normal 
design and therefore not inventive. 

1 3. The Patentee argued that the appliance of document D5 fails to achieve the 
especial effects of the invention, i.e. the wound borders being pulled against each 
other by the tension of the flexible cover when a reduced pressure is applied. He 
defined the problem to be solved by the invention as to provide an appliance to 
promote wound healing by promoting the formation of granulate tissue and 
additionally to promote wound healing by pulling the borders of the wound against 
each other. He further mentioned that the appliance of claim 1 could easily be 
adapted to any body shapes, while the appliance of document D5 could not. 
Example 1 , page 2, line 1 3 ff. and page 8, line 32 ff. of the opposed patent was 
cited. Furthermore, using a copy of figure 2 (see Annex) of document D5, the 
Patentee explained, that that device was intended for irrigation of the wound either 
by sucking the irrigation fluid or by pressing it through the system, but not for 
maintaining reduced pressure over the wound. He argued that, taking in 
consideration the above problem, the person skilled in the art would not regard 
document bS as being the closest prior art document. Besides, a combination of 
the teachings of documents D1 and D5 would not give any motivation to the 
person skilled in the art to solve the above problem. 

14. The Chairman asked the Patentee to reformulate his argumentation using the 
objective problem if D5 were to be considered as the closest prior art document. 

1 5. The Patentee argued that the cover of the appliance disclosed in document D5 is 
not sheet-like, that said appliance is not suitable for maintaining a vacuum and 
that no filter is disclosed therein. 

1 6. The Chairman asked the Patentee if he was of the opinion that document D5 also 
disclosed a vacuum pump. The Patentee argued that the device of document D5 
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is not suitable for maintaining a reduced pressure even if connected to a vacuum 
pump. 

1 7. The Opponent argued that the feature of the flexible cover producing a tension 
relates to a method of treatment of the human body by therapy in the meaning of 
Article 52(4) EPC. 

1 8. The Patentee further cited page 1 . left column, lines 1 2-1 5, page 2, left column, 
lines 54-65, page 2. The Opponent further referred to page 1 , right column, line 36 
ff. and line 52 ff. and page 2, left column, line 31 ff. 

1 9. After a break for deliberation the Chairman announced that the subject-matjer of 
claim 1 is not inventive with respect to document D5 in combination with general 
knowledge, the only difference between the appliance of document D5 and the 
subject-matter of claim 1 being the filter defined in claim 1. 

20. The second auxiliary request was further considered, wherein the feature of the 
cover comprising a flexible sheet was introduced with respect to the first auxiliary 
request. The Patentee argued that this new feature is not disclosed in document 
05. 

21 . The Chairman asked the Opponent if he had any objections under Article 1 23(3) 
EPC, whereupon the Opponent answered that his objections under Article 123(3) 
EPC with respect to this feature filed in writing with letter of 12.1 1.02 (cf. point IV, 
a) no longer applied. On the issue of inventive step, the Opponent cited following 
passages of document 05: page 1, left column line 35 ff.. page 1, right column, 
lines 1 2-21 and lines 34-36 and figure 1 and argued that the cover disclosed in 
document D5 does comprise, at least partly, a flexible sheet. 

22. The Patentee amended the second auxiliary request, whereby the cover is 
defined then as being a flexible sheet. 

23. The Opponent argued that one further difference of the amended second auxiliary 
request with respect to the disclosure of D5.is the cover being a flexible sheet. 
Nevertheless, the latter feature is obvious from document D1 , see column 2, lines 
13-15. 

24. The Patentee argued that the effect of the cover being a flexible sheet is to 
provoke a tension to pull the borders of the wound against each other, document 
05 being silent about this technical effect. Therefore, the person skilled in the art 
has no motivation departing from D5 to introduce the latter feature. 

25. The Opponent argued that the latter effect is not provided by the features of claim 
1 and referred to figures 4 and 6 of the opposed patent. Besides, the objective 
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problem to be solved by this feature is to reduce costs and to avoid a fixed 
position of the cup portion. The feature of the cover being a flexible sheet being 
disclosed in D1. The Opponent further mentioned figures 5 and 6 of the opposed 
patent. 

26. The Patentee after having been given the floor, argued on a different problem- 
solution approach than that of the opponent. 

27. The Chairman reminded the Patentee that if there is at least one way of applying 
the problem solution approach, this is enough to destroy the inventive step of the 
subject-matter of claim 1 . 

28. The Patentee argued that, since document D1 does not refer to appliances to 
apply reduced pressure to a wound, the person skilled in the art would not take 
into consideration a combination of documents D5 and D1 . 

29. After a break for deliberation, the Chairman announced that the subject-matter of 
claim 1 of the second auxiliary request is regarded inventive. Nevertheless a 
proper two-part form and an amended description should be filed. 

30. The Patentee requested the Opposition Division to perform those arhendments. 
The Chairman explained exclusively and exactly the amendments that the 
Opposition Division intends to perform and read them aloud (see annexed claim 
1). With regard to the description, document US-A-2 280 915 was acknowledged 
on line 7 of page 3 of the published patent and, further, a statement about figures 
1-3 and 10-11 not falling under the scope of claim 1 was introduced on line 15 of 
page 4. The Opponent did not oppose to these amendments. 

31 . The Patentee requested the second auxiliary request to become his main request, 
i.e. that the patent is maintained in amended form on the basis of this request and 
withdrew all his higher-ranked requests. 
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• i ;; ; ^;^^ ;; ;;^ P°rt.onc thoroof. but .t .o focogni=od UiulTmiou j m B di[iu.liu.u ai u pu JqjI " Li! ih. U .u lpVui^ • 
Claims FiVj/ 4uic{Utu-Q Qe^^J- 

1 , An appliance (29c) for administering a reduced pressure treatment to a wound comprising: 

(a) an inpermeable cover (1 1 7) for covering and enclosing the wound (1 14) and for maintaining reduced pres- 

sure at the ate of the vraund; 

J) a seal (1 19) operably connected with the cover (117) for seafing said cover to tissue surrounding the wound- 
{c)ngid support means (118); and 

(d) reduced pressure supply means (1 12) operably connected with the cover for connection to a source of suc- 
ton for supplying and maintaining said reduced pressure beneath the cover, characterised in that said cover 
17^^ sheel-lil« and in that said rigid support means (1 18) is associated with and separate from said cover 
(11 7) for holding the cover out of contact with the wound. ou<»l C" 3 eu«ef< "> 

^' nfr f ft '"rther comprises a screen (100) for preventing over- 

growth of wound tissue, said saeen (100) being positioned between said wound (1 14) and said cover (117) 

3. An appliance according to claim 2. characterised in that sad screen (100) comprises a porous sheet. 

4. An appfiance according to claim 1 . characterised in that said reduced pressure is from about 6.77 kPa (2 inch Hg) 
below atinosphenc pressure to about 23.70 kPa (7 inch Hg) below atmospheric pressure. . 

5. Aji appliance according to any of claims 1 to 4. characterised in that said seal (119) includes an adhesive material 
on the cover for secunng said cover to the tissue surrounding the wound. 

6. An ap^)liance according to claim 1 . characterised in that said cover comprise a flexible sheet (128). 

^* w *° ^' '^'^^^^ " «hat the support means (138) connects witti said sheet (128) 

tor supporting said sheet outward fromihe wound. 

°* ^J!^^ according to claim 7. characterised in that said sipport means comprises a support member (138) 
located between said sheet and tiie wound; vi-o/ 

9. An appnance according to daim 8. characterised in that said support member Includes a porous cup member (1 38) 
having a connection port (134) for connecting with said reduced pressure supply means (132). 

10. Ail appliance according to claim 8. characterised in that it further comprises a pad (120) between the wound (124) 
and sad support member (138) for allB/iating discomfort caused in the wound by said support member. 

^' =*^*'^='erised in that said support means comprises a support member (151) 
extending outwardly over the wound (144) and external to said sheet (148). • 

12. J"^PKan« accorcfing to daim 11. characterised in that said support means comprises attachment means for 
attaching said shert to said support means, said attadiment means having a connecting member (153) for con- 
necting with ^d reduced pressure supply means for providing said reduced pressure beneath said sheet, and said 
support member (151) comprising a plurality of leg members (153) attached to said attachment means for holding 
said attachment means and said sheet outward from the wound. 

1 3. An appliance according to daim 2. characterised in ttiat said screen is adapted for placement at a location between 
z^d^l "'^^"^ overgrowth of the wound and is secured in said location at ttie periphery of 

1 4. An appHaace according to claim 2. diaracterised in that said screen comprises a sheet-like mesh. 

/h 
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15. An appfiance according to claim 12. characterised in that said seal includes an adhesive materia) on the cover f«, 
adhering to tissue surrounding the wound and a seal member at least partially overtying said cover. 

1 JL ftn appfianra irrording to any the pr nrnr lin g u luu . u. ul mraeteria . d in Uwrt ^id reduced pressure supply means 
comprises a vacuum system tor produdng a reduced Dressurel • ="HP'y means 

It -I 

jr. An appDance according to claim J*, characterised in that said vacuum system includes a collect" on device for coi- 
lecbng fluid aspirated from the wound uwice lor coi- . 

I* 16 

^' f^nSJonM^TlT^ *° "^"""l Ihat said coDectlon device includes means for halting said 

apphcabon of reduced pressure to the wound when said fluid exceeds a predetermined quantify. 

^ i« >^ Characterised h that said reduced pressure is from about 6.77 

kPa (2 inch Hg) below atmosphenc pressure to about 23.70 kPa (7 Inch Hg) below atmospheric pressure. 

nlrfZ^rr/ ' r ' "" ^HT ' "^t o 10,t:hai^ .iui . . ji,.UHri ^id reduced pressure supply means com- 
pnses a length of tubing connected between said vacuum system andlid cover and in that said^acuum sySem 
comprises: -/-Kiin 

(a) a vacuum pump connected with said tubing; and 
^ (b) a filter for preventing said pump from venting micro-organisms aspirated from the wount^ 

^' ™?i"="w '° =^«'^°rised in that said fitter is connected along said tubing between said 

pump and said cover tor preventng contamination of said pump. 

^2. An appliance according to any of claimf characterised in that said vacuum system comprises control 

Tr^T ^y^ll^^'y "ntrolling said production of reduced pressure in alternating period of producSon an^^^ 
production of reduced pressure. 

^' ni^TZ^""^"^ *° "^'^^^^'^^^ that said reduced pressure supply means comprises a length 

of tubing and said vacuum system comprises an aspirating container connected along said length of tubing 

fn^Thln? I!^""'"-^!!!"" "^"^ ^ = ^« ^ ^'^^"9 container for bloddng said tul> 

ing when a predetermined amount of fluid is collected within said container 
U A 

24. An appHance according to claim VI. characterised in that said vacuum system comprises an expandable chamber 
and sensing means for sensing expansion of said expandable chamber, said sensing means being operatively con- 

m2^j!S„ T"!? "^"^ l"! "^"^ °' = P^«s"^« to the wound is halted when a predeter-' 

mined expansion of said expandable chamber is sensed by said sensing means 

^ STtSrnS ^fn f K? '° '"^ ^ Characterised in that said reduced pressure supply means comprises a length 

2 ^ucrnrl^ ,o Tf "T"' ' """^ """"S ^"'"■"S' ^^'■'^ having pores that block the sufply 
of reduced pressure via said tubing when said pores are f nied with said flunJ 

tv 

^' «« fafri,T«°r''"^'° "t" " that said reduced pressure supply means comprises an open 

ceH foam saeen for applying the reduced pressure to the wound, and a tube member embedded in said screen for 
extending from beneath the cover and for supplying the reduced pressure to said foam. 

^ noting substantially uniform appncation of reduced pressure to the wound • 

^" ^7^^ claim^or 2? characterised in that said foam screen is adapted to be conformed to the 

snaps ana size of the wound. 

^. An appliance according to claim 1 . characterised in that 

(a) said cover comprises a deformaUe cover for placement over the wound- 

(b) said sqal comprises an adhesive layer on the cover for forming a seal between said cover and tissue sur- 

rounding the wound; 
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'"'^ ""^'^ '"""'"S ^ ^'"me bounded by 

said cover and the wound and tissue surrounding the wound; and uounaea oy 

W said r^ucedpressure supply means supplies reduced pressureto said enclosed volume anddefbrms said 
rJou"' ^''"'^ ''^''•'"^ °" """^ '° ^^'^ '^^^-'^ ^-^nding 

J1 . An appOance accoding to claim ?0. characterised in that said suppon member comprises a porous cup member. 
""^'^nS^i^^SroS 

^' ^rrlTaid'r.Mi;'. ? ^'^^^'^^^ said support means comprises attachment means for 

atec*»,^saidcoverto sad support meare^ 

portng said cover out of contact with the wound j a lorsup- 

^' ilL!!'?^'' according to any of claim* 1 fe«H4 characterised in that only a single port is associated with said 
cover for connectng said reduced pressure supply means to said cover ssociaieo witn said 

^' K.Sr.'i'Sf " ?• I" « <»^= a M PosiHonrf beween edges of 

the shield and the tissue sun-ounding the wound. . 

PatmUBii:.piOcHB — " ~ ~ ' ~ ~ 

1. Vorrichtung (29c) zum Vomehmen einer Unterdruckbehandlung an einer Wunde. umfassend: 

"ndurchlassige Abdeckung (117) zum Abdecken und VerschlieQen der Wu«J^4) und zum Auf- 
rechtertialtenvonUnterdruckanderWundstelle- " ">miu i, una zum Aut 

o^el'jl!fS,!l^!l^i; !!! ^'"^r'^'"^""^ Abdeckung (1 17) zupK^bdichten besagter Abdeckung 

gegenOber dem die Wunde umgebendenGewebs: • 
(c) ein stan-es TrSgermittBl (1 1 8) ; und ' 

(CO ein MIttel (1 12) zum Zufflhren von Unterdruck in WirkverbirjUdi^Jmit der Abdeckung zum Anschluss an eine 
Saugquelle zum ZufOhren und Aufrechterhatten des UptZucks unter der Abde^naSTaTkem! 
• unSn??; ^"^"^ ^^'^ flachenfarmig ^as slarre Tragemiittel (118) dt /JdeSii^ 
zugeordnet und davon gatrennt ist urn eine Bert^der Wunde durch die Abdeckurig zu vermeWea ' 

^ l^yS^ gekep-^net dass sie femer eine AbscHrmung (100) zum Verhindem 

3. Vorrichtung nach AnspruchS^rch gekennzeichnet. dass die Abschirmung (100) eine porase Fofie aufweisL 

l^!^"!!^"^ ^ ■ gekennzeichnet dass der Unterdmck im Bereich von ca. 6,77 kPa (2 Zoll 

Hg)umerAtrn«pt^ndruck bis ca. 23.70 kPa (7 ZoBHg) unter Almospharendrucknegl •*'M2Zoll 

^' ^SS^^ii^ ""^ ^aT"^^ ' *• """^"'^^ gekennzeichnet dass die Abdichtung (119) ein Webema- 
teriaj^der Abdeckung zum Befestigen der Abdeckung auf dem die Wunde umgebenden Gewebe enthait 

6<:^ rrichtiinq nach Anspf^qh 1 darlwrch oekenn.Pirhnot ^ ass die Abdeckuno P in. ^l^y hir ( .qq-) ,ntti 1lt 
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An appliance (29c) for administering a reduced pressure treatment to a wound 
comprising: 

(a) an impermeable cover (117) for covering and enclosing the wound (114) and for 
maintaining reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 

(b) a seal (1 19) operably connected with the cover (1 1 7) for sealing said cover to 
tissue surrounding the wound; 

(c) rigid support means (1 1 8) associated with and separate from said cover for 
holding the cover out of contact with the wound; 

(d) reduced pressure supply means {1 1 2) operably connected with the cover for 
connection to a source of suction for supplying and maintaining said reduced 
pressure beneath the cover, said reduced pressure supply means comprising a 
vacuum system for producing a reduced pressure, wherein said reduced pressure 
supply means comprises a length of tubing connected between said vacuum 
system and said cover, said vacuum"- system comprising a vacuum pump 
connected with said tubing; 

characterised in that 

said cover (1 1 7) is a flexible sheet (1 28) 
and in that 

said vacuum system further comprises a filter for preventing said pump from 
venting micro-organisms aspirated from the wound. 
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Wake Forest University 0€C!tA*-*/tev 

gigo t. Auxiliary Request 

Osims 

1. An appOance (29c) for administering a reduced pressure treatment to a wound ' . 

■ gSJiiolt^^SS^'t^Tsr^^^ 

^Snl^.'^^'^T^ means (n 2) operahly conn ected with the cover for connection to a source of suc- 
m T^IISM" -."'^r*^'"'"^ '^'^ '^"'"^ "^''^^th *s cover, characterised in that said cover 

7^ farSSh!"l!" ^l^fP^^ support means (118) is associated with and separate from said cover" 
(1 1 7) for holding the cover out of contact with the wound e^rf C 1 o^tijii. ^ 
^flSiUjfLM a.-flsxiU« sV,eet.{«ff)> <?■ 

^' ^ir!r" "S?"""^ ^' "^^^^^ that -rt further comprises a Screen (100) for preventing over- 

growth of wound bssue. said screen (100) being posif oned between said wound (114) and 4f co^J 0 1^ 

3. An appnance according to claim 2. characterised in that said screen (100) comprises a porous sheet 

iJi^i2?f t"!^'"^ *° ^' c'^^^srised In that said reduced pressure is from about 6.77 kPa (2 inch Hg) 
below atmosphenc pressure to about 23.70 kPa (7 inch Hg) below atmospheric pressure. 

wSS? °' '""^J ^^c*^"^"' said seal (1 1 9) indudes an adhesive material 
on the cover for secunng said cover to the tissue surrounding the wound. 

6- -"^ °PP'i°"'^^ ^ t x-ording to elm. . . 1. oharartQriaGd in I I .at ^aid oo.cf uui . pL.G g flejtibic ah Lt l (lao). 

.. J' f^srgsreir^.ir^^^^^ 

" lSbre:n=s^ret=^^^^^^ 

^ a connection port (134) for connecting wHh said reduced pressure supply means (132). 

ie. An appliance according to daim^. characterised in that it further comprises a pad (120) between the wound (1 24) 
and sad suppor, member (138) for alla«ating discomfort caused in the wound by said s^J^J enir 

« ^eSTS^r^°i?ri*iH'''™ =^ ^P^t means comprises a support member (151) 

« sending outwardly over the wound (144) and external to said sheet (148). 

^aSSS^^lT" ^"^'^^^^r^ "^^^ ^"PPort means comprises attachment means for 
n!2,!ir ? 5 i ^ ^«^*'"ent means having a connecting member (1S3) for con- 

^SS^ ^ ^ "T'";^' P'"^'*^ ''^ '^'^^ '° "'^ns for hold^ 

said attachment means and said sheet outvrard from the wound 

12 

JllSSS'^'Sl'I?'^ "^^^ is ^apted for placement at a location between 

55 Sd^S. "'"^^ overgrowth of the wound and is secured in said location at the periphery of 

il. An applian.ce according to claim 2. diaracterised in that said screen comprises a sheet^ika mesh. 
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^' i^hlTlT K """^'"^ ^'"'Tv.^" '=^'=*="=«' 'hat said seal includes an adhesive nateriaJ on the cover far 
adhering to bssue surroundmg the wound and a seal meo^Der at least partially overlying sad cover ^ 

If 

;6 

^' i!!nS„'n", "^""l"^ *° "hat said coDedion device includes means for haffino said 

^^^phcaton of reduced pressure to the wound when said fluid exceeds a predetermined quantity ^ 

Jff. fi^ appliance according to any of daims jllo & characterised in that said reduced pressure is from about 6 77 
kPa (2 mch Hg) below atmospheric pressure to about 23.70 kPa (7 inch Hg) below atmoTphi prSsurt^ 

fln ^PP"^"^ " ^cc ° rding to any o f clainu j ^ttral ^nmctaricad ir, th A reduced pressure supplymeans mnw 
• c^'pris'esT """"^"^ said^msSemarSSd cover and' in that iJ'viT^X 

(a) a vacuum pump cortnected with said tubing: and 

(b) a filter for preventing said pump from venting micro-organisms aspirated from the wound'S^> 

ar. An appOance according to claim"^ characterised in that said filter is connected along said tubing between said 
pump and said cover for preventing contamination of said pump ^ 

22. An appliance according to any of claimf ittSH characterised in that said vacuum system comprises control 
pru^nSSed^^'^ir^^ 

21 An appliance according to claim yS, characterised in that said reduced pressure supply means comorisss a bnrth '■ 

between said racuum system and cover and a flotation valve within said aspirating container for blSo sawTb 
ing when a predetermined amount of fluid is collected within said container ^ ^ 

i?H^£'„""'°1ll^ *° ^" '"'that said vacuum system comprises an expandabie chamber 

neded wrth sa d vacuum system so that application of a reduced pressure to the wound is halted whan^ nreSS 
mined expansion of said expandable chamber is sensed by said sensing meail ^ 

^' ^llTn^r;; t"ff « *° "^"^^^^^"^ !" that said reduced pressure supply means comprises a length 

2 ^ "9^ «d halting means comprises a fitter along said tubing, said filter havrtng pores that bTock t^e 3 
of reduced pressure via said tubing when said pores are fflled with said fluid xnaioiocKinesi^ipjy 

^=^=""9 J° "^"^ 1- *aracterised in that said reduced pressure supply means comprises an open 
p1 H T^'k^ "^"^ '"^'"^ wound, and a tube membeVembedd^s2j L^X 

«tend>ng from beneath the cover and far supplying the reduced pressure to said foam. 

motmg substantially uniform- application of reduced pressure to ft^ mm me mam tor pro- 

iaS'S^e'^S'^^o'iS^^ 
23. An appliance according to claim 1 . characterised in that 

(a) said cover comprises a deformable cover for placement over the wourel- 
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(c) said support means supports said cover outward from the wound forming an enclosed volume bounded by 
said cover and the wound and tissue surrounding the wound: and 

(d) said reduced pressure supply means supplies reduced pressure to said enclosed volume and deforms said 
cover so as to maintain the reduced pressure on the wound and to exert tenaon upon the tissue surrounding 
ttia wound; 

30. An appiiarcs accoiding to claim 29. characterised in that said support means corhprises a support member posi- 
tioned within said enclosed volume. 

51. An appliance according to claim -30. characterised in that said support menrtoer comprises a porous cup merrtoer. 

appliance according to claim 50. characterised in that said support means comprises a support member posi- 
tioned externa) to said enclosed volume. 

-33. An appliance according to claim 32; characterised in that said support means comprises attachment means for 
attadung said cover to said support means, and said support means conprises a plurality of leg members for sup- 
porting said cover out of contact with the wound. 

^"^An appliance according to any of claim^ 1 characterised in that only a single port is associated with said 

cover for connecting s^d reduced pressure supply means to said cover. 

An appliance according to daim ^, characterised in that the support means includes a convex shield and the flexi- 
ble sheet overlies and extends beyond the shield at the periphery of the sheet. 

361 An appDance according to claim 53*. characterised in that the seal cooperates wi&i a portion of the flexible sheet 
that extends beyond the shield to seal the cover. 

P7. An appliance according to claim Jo, characterised in that it further comprises a pad positioned between edges of 
the shield and the tissue surrounding the wound. . . 
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